
The Acting Events 

 
Excellent for those interested in theatre... 47% of our members are also involved in 

the high school plays! 
 

 

Humorous interpretation 

 Using a play, short story, or other published work, students perform a selection of one or 

more portions of a piece up to ten minutes in length. Humorous Interpretation is designed to test 

a student’s comedic skills through script analysis, delivery, timing, and character development. 

Competitors may portray one or multiple characters. 

 

 

Dramatic Interpretation 

 Using a play, short story, or other published work, students perform a selection of one or 

more portions of a piece up to ten minutes in length. With a spotlight on character development 

and depth, Dramatic Interpretation focuses on a student’s ability to convey emotion through the 

use of a dramatic text. Competitors may portray one or multiple characters. 

 

 

Duo interpretation 

 Two competitors team up to deliver a ten-minute performance of a published play or story. 

Using off-stage focus, Duo Interpretation competitors convey emotion and environment through 

a variety of performance techniques focusing on the relationships and interactions between the 

characters. 

 

 

Program Oral Interpretation 

 Using a combination of Prose, Poetry and Drama, students construct a program up to ten 

minutes in length using at least two out of the three genres. With a spotlight on argumentation 

and performative range, Program Oral Interpretation focuses on a student’s ability to combine 

multiple genres of literature centered around a single theme. Competitors are expected to portray 

multiple characters. Performances also include an introduction written by the student to 

contextualize the performance and state the titles and authors used in the program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Presentation Events 

 
Excellent for students with a lot of creativity and passion! Perfect for future 

writers! 
 

 

Original Oratory 

 Students deliver a self-written, ten-minute speech on a topic of their choosing. Limited in 

their ability to quote words directly, Original Oratory competitors craft an argument using 

evidence, logic, and emotional appeals. Topics range widely, and may be informative or 

persuasive in nature. The speech is delivered from memory. 

 

 

Declamation 

 Declamation requires students to select a speech that was delivered in public and perform an 

excerpt of that speech to an audience. Speeches are up to 10 minutes in length. As a result, 

students typically shorten the text of the speech to meet time requirements. The event is not 

designed for students to mimic the original author of the speech. Instead, speakers are to develop 

an oration that delivers the message of the author in an original and engaging manner. 

 

 

Informative 

 Students deliver a self-written, ten-minute speech on a topic of their choosing. Limited in 

their ability to quote words directly, Informative Speaking competitors craft a speech using 

evidence, logic, and optional visual aids. All topics must be informative in nature; the goal is to 

educate, not to advocate. The speech is delivered from memory. 

 

 



The Research Events 

 
Excellent for students who enjoy learning and arguing! Our future academics and 

politicians!  

 

 

Extemporaneous Speaking 

 In Extemporaneous Speaking, students are presented with a choice of three questions related 

to current political events and, in 30 minutes, prepare a seven-minute speech answering the 

selected question. Students may consult articles and evidence they gather prior to the contest. 

 

 

Lincoln Douglas Debate 

 In this one-on-one format, students debate a topic provided by the Association. 

Lincoln-Douglas Debate topics range from individual freedom versus the collective good to 

economic development versus environmental protection. Students may consult evidence gathered 

prior to the debate but may not use the Internet in round. An entire debate is roughly 45 minutes 

and consists of constructive speeches, rebuttals, and cross-examination 

 

 

Public Forum Debate 

 Public Forum Debate involves opposing teams of two, debating a topic concerning a current 

event. Proceeding a coin toss, the winners choose which side to debate (PRO or CON) or which 

speaker position they prefer (1st or 2nd), and the other team receives the remaining option. 

Students present cases, engage in rebuttal and refutation, and also participate in a “crossfire” 

(similar to a cross-examination) with the opportunity to question the opposing team. 

 

 

Student Congress 

 A simulation of the U.S. legislative process in the Senate and the House, students generate a 

series of bills and resolutions for debate in Congressional Debate. Debaters (also referred to as 

Senators and Representatives) alternate delivering speeches for and against the topic in a group 

setting. An elected student serves as a presiding officer to ensure debate flows smoothly. Students 

are assessed on their research, argumentation, and delivery skills, as well as their knowledge and 

use of parliamentary procedure. 

 

 

 

 


