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How does Speech & Debate work?
Our Speech and Debate team is part of two larger organization called the Ohio High

School Speech & Debate League (OHSSL) and the National Speech and Debate Association
(NSDA). It is through this organization that we connect with other schools and compete
throughout the year. Seasonal tournaments take place on Saturdays from October through
January, while February and March contain the Qualifying tournaments.

While every seasonal tournament throughout the year offers awards to outstanding
students, they are ultimately designed to be opportunities to refine one’s speaking skills in
preparation for the Qualifying tournaments (Quals) to States and Nationals. Students who
excel throughout the year have alternative means of qualifying as well. However, while it
may be the goal of some to qualify to these major tournaments, it’s more common for
students to set personal goals that are relevant to the seasonal tournaments and to focus on
having fun in the process.

What does a student need for these tournaments?
 A suit or business dress (refer to the “Dress Code” handout)
 A packed lunch or $5 for food
 For overnight tournaments, a reduced fee for lodging at a hotel. We will cover part of

the expense and take care of booking the rooms at an affordable yet safe hotel.

What is expected of the student throughout the year?
 Help with at least two fundraisers. If funding is tight, failure to do so may result in a

relative increase in otherwise subsidized costs
 Demonstrate a desire to compete by practicing throughout the year, even if one

cannot go to every tournament
 Attend as many team meetings as they can and stay informed with team events
 Abide by all MHS rules and Local, State, & Federal laws

What is expected of a student to go to a tournament?
Our team is one of very few who do not hold try-outs or have prerequisites to join. Once

a student is on the team, they are considered to be part of our roster for the remainder of their
career at MHS, so it is never too late to return to competing. To compete at a seasonal
tournament, there are only two requirements: 1. Maintain a GPA consistent with the Athletic
program’s requirements and 2. come to practice at least once the week prior to the
tournament.

Students are welcome to go to as many seasonal tournaments as they wish so long as
they meet these criteria. However, to ensure we are sending our most dedicated students, they
cannot go to Quals if 3. they have not attended at least 7 of the 11 seasonal tournaments.
Reasonable exceptions are available on a case-by-case basis, although it is still expected of
the student to be fully prepared for Quals (to the coaches’ discretion) in order to be accepted.
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